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NEWS RELEASE
May 3, 2010

Every day, three Albertans risk their lives needlessly by contacting a power line

The Joint Utility Safety Team (JUST) launches Alberta’s first Power Line Safety Day

Nisku... Power line risks are 24/7/365. Yet the sad reality is that every day, three Albertans 
risk their lives needlessly around overhead or underground power lines. Compelled by this high volume of power line contacts, the Joint Utility Safety Team (JUST) is declaring Monday, May 3rd as Alberta’s first Power Line Safety Day in yet another collaborative effort to promote power line safety and awareness for all Albertans across every industry. Formed in 2006, JUST partners include AltaLink, ATCO Electric, ENMAX, EPCOR, FortisAlberta and the Government of Alberta. 
By pooling resources and working collectively, they are maximizing their efforts and achieving more impact than when each organization had worked independently to educate the public.

Operators, particularly males between the ages of 18 and 50, are at high risk for power line incidents, and production pressures and deadlines can often lead to skipping safety steps. As supported by research, the problem is further exacerbated by an attitude of complacency born of routine tasks and a false sense of invincibility.

“JUST is committed to positively affect change in attitudes and behaviours toward power line safety,” states Mona Bartsoff, JUST Chair, “with the long-term goal of helping the utilities industry breed a ‘culture of power line safety’ in Alberta.”

What makes power lines that much more hazardous is that often, one doesn’t have to touch a power line to be injured or killed and the lines tend to be “invisible”. In addition, the height of construction, agriculture, oilfield and other commercial equipment is increasing while the height of power lines has remained the same. 

“All things combined, the hazards are high and the consequences can be deadly, affecting victims and their families forever,” adds Bartsoff “which is why JUST and its members are impassioned about promoting power line safety through our own organizations as well as through industry partners like NAIT and NAOSH.”

Alberta’s Power Line Safety Day ties into the 2010 North American Occupational Safety and Health (NAOSH) Week.  “We are proud to support JUST’s initiative,” says Ron Davis, Alberta’s NAOSH  Representative. “We encourage industries to always be pro-active about workplace safety and that includes power line safety as it’s usually low on the list and may, at best, be offered once a year.” NAOSH Week is an annual event organized by the Canadian Society of Safety Engineering committed to promoting health and safety.


As part of the media event, a safety demonstration will be held at NAIT’s training centre. “Safety training is fundamental to NAIT’s programs and to the future well-being of our students,” states Lorne Strachan, Associate Chair, Steel Construction and Hoisting of NAIT. 
“We can’t stress safety enough.” 

Since  2007, JUST’s “WHERE’S THE LINE?” campaign has served as a reminder to Operators to always ask themselves the question and to know the answer before starting any work. The sustained advertising campaign has evolved to include 13 hard-hitting radio spots and two TV commercials.  Radio runs through the busy spring and summer seasons engaging Operators on their way to work and while they’re on the jobsite. TV bridges awareness over the lower-risk winter months. The “7 Metres Safe” message reached 31% awareness among Operators in fall 2009, a 22% increase over fall 2008. “Results to date have been very encouraging,” says Bartsoff, “but we need to continue to be vigilant about raising awareness of how these deadly incidents can be prevented.” 

Julie Hamilton’s case is an example of how important power line safety is. Hamilton founded the Tim Hamilton Endowment Fund as a result of losing her son to a power line incident. She will be in attendance to share how this tragic and preventable incident altered her life, and that of her family, forever.

As part of the Day and NAOSH Week, “WHERE’S THE LINE?” promotional kits will be distributed to JUST partners’ customers across the province. Additionally, each JUST partner will be hosting their own corporate programs in support of power line safety throughout NAOSH Week.
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Media inquiries may be directed to:

Mona Bartsoff, Chair, the Joint Utility Safety Team

(403) 512 – 9218 (cell)

mona.bartsoff@fortisalberta.com
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