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NEWS RELEASE

September 30, 2010

Power Line Safety and Awareness Certification Program Launched
(Calgary, AB)  – Alberta’s struggle with workplace safety is a continual and growing concern. In 2009, there were 110 fatalities in addition to 26,000 on-the-job injuries, most of which could have been avoided with proper safety training and awareness. Power line incidents are no exception. 

A committee was formed in 2008 with representatives from the Joint Utility Safety Team (JUST), the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers (CAPP) and Enform (the safety association for the oil and gas industry) to create a power line safety training program. Two years of collaboration and pooling expertise has resulted in an intensive one-day Power Line Safety and Awareness certification program that will be taught by Enform instructors.

Oil and gas and construction are top on JUST’s priority list of industries. “As oil and gas is served by so many sectors, we’ll also be able to reach construction and heavy equipment operators who are our primary target for power line safety awareness,” states Doug Skippen, health and safety manager at FortisAlberta which is one of JUST’s six members.

“This initiative is the type of industry collaboration JUST strives for. Working with CAPP and Enform, we can help implement power line safety training by reaching supervisors and decisions makers as well as the operators themselves,” adds Skippen. “At the end of the day, it’s about keeping Albertans safe on the job site.”
“Thousands of Albertans are employed by oil and gas service companies,” said David Pryce, Vice President, Operations for the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers (CAPP). “We are committed to help keep our industry safe through support for initiatives such as this new power line safety training program.” 

To register or learn more about the Power Line Safety and Awareness certification, visit www.enform.ca.

JUST is committed to positively affect change in attitudes and behaviours toward power line safety with the long-term goal of helping the utilities industry breed a culture of power line safety in Alberta. This involves everyone working around overhead or underground power lines, including electric utilities, oil and gas, construction, forestry and agricultural industries. Formed in 2006, JUST’s members include AltaLink, ATCO Electric, ENMAX, EPCOR, FortisAlberta and the Government of Alberta. 
CAPP represents companies that explore for, develop and produce natural gas and crude oil throughout Canada.  CAPP’s mission is to enhance the economic sustainability of the Canadian upstream petroleum industry in a safe and environmentally and socially responsible manner, through constructive engagement and communication with governments, the public and stakeholders in the communities in which it operates. 
Enform, the safety association for Canada’s upstream oil and gas industry, is the advocate and leading resource for the continuous improvement of industry’s safety performance. Established by industry for industry, Enform helps companies achieve their safety goals by providing practices, audits, training and other tools. Our vision is no work-related incidents or injuries in the Canadian upstream oil and gas industry.
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Media inquiries may be directed to:

Lyndsay Thorlacius, Chair, Joint Utility Safety Team

(403) 267-5919 (w) 
(403) 651-6918 (c)
Lyndsay.Thorlacius@AltaLink.ca
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